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God's Grace Is Strong Enough to Keep Us

28 And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love
God and are called according to his purpose for them. 2 For God knew his people in
advance, and he chose them to become like his Son, so that his Son would be the firstborn
among many brothers and sisters. 3° And having chosen them, he called them to come to
him. And having called them, he gave them right standing with himself. And having given
them right standing, he gave them his glory.

Romans 8:28-30 NLT

38 And | am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God's love. Neither death nor
life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—
not even the powers of hell can separate us from God's love. *? No power in the sky above or
in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the
love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Romans 8:38-39 NLT

Salvation isn't based on our emotions, but it's rooted in God'’s grace.
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God's Love Gives Us the Freedom to Choose

4For itis impossible to bring back to repentance those who were once enlightened—-those
who have experienced the good things of heaven and shared in the Holy Spirit, >who have
tasted the goodness of the word of God and the power of the age to come—¢and who then
turn away from God. It is impossible to bring such people back to repentance; by rejecting
the Son of God, they themselves are nailing him to the cross once again and holding him up
to public shame.

Hebrews 6:4-6 NLT

2 Dear friends, if we deliberately continue sinning after we have received knowledge of the
truth, there is no longer any sacrifice that will cover these sins. 2 There is only the terrible
expectation of God's judgment and the raging fire that will consume his enemies. 2 For
anyone who refused to obey the law of Moses was put to death without mercy on the
testimony of two or three witnesses. 27 Just think how much worse the punishment will be for
those who have trampled on the Son of God, and have treated the blood of the covenant,
which made us holy, as if it were common and unholy, and have insulted and disdained the
Holy Spirit who brings God’s mercy to us.

Hebrews 10:26-29 NLT

My dear brothers and sisters, if someone among you wanders away from the truth and is
brought back, 2°you can be sure that whoever brings the sinner back from wandering will

save that person from death and bring about the forgiveness of many sins.
James 5:19-20 NLT

God’s love continually draws us to Him.
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Genuine Faith Is a Faith That Continues

"“What good is it, dear brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but don’t show it by your
actions? Can that kind of faith save anyone? "> Suppose you see a brother or sister who has no
food or clothing, " and you say, “Good-bye and have a good day; stay warm and eat well”—
but then you don't give that person any food or clothing. What good does that do? ' So you
see, faith by itself isn't enough. Unless it produces good deeds, it is dead and useless.'® Now
someone may argue, “Some people have faith; others have good deeds.” But | say, "How can
you show me your faith if you don't have good deeds? | will show you my faith by my good
deeds.” " You say you have faith, for you believe that there is one God. Good for you! Even
the demons believe this, and they tremble in terror. 22 How foolish! Can’t you see that faith
without good deeds is useless? 2 Don't you remember that our ancestor Abraham was shown
to be right with God by his actions when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see, his
faith and his actions worked together. His actions made his faith complete. 22 And so it
happened just as the Scriptures say: “Abraham believed God, and God counted him as
righteous because of his faith.” He was even called the friend of God. ?*So you see, we are
shown to be right with God by what we do, not by faith alone. 2> Rahab the prostitute is
another example. She was shown to be right with God by her actions when she hid those
messengers and sent them safely away by a different road. 2 Just as the body is dead without
breath, so also faith is dead without good works.

James 2:14-26 NLT

We aren't striving to earn God's love - we strive to abide (stay, rest) in His love.

4Remain in me, and | will remain in you. For a branch cannot produce fruit if it is severed from
the vine, and you cannot be fruitful unless you remain in me. ®“Yes, | am the vine; you are the
branches. Those who remain in me, and | in them, will produce much fruit. For apart from me
you can do nothing.

John 15:4-5 NLT
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