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9 The LORD was very angry with Solomon, for his heart had turned away from the LORD, the 
God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice. 10 He had warned Solomon specifically about 
worshiping other gods, but Solomon did not listen to the LORD’s command. 11 So now the 
LORD said to him, “Since you have not kept my covenant and have disobeyed my decrees, I 
will surely tear the kingdom away from you and give it to one of your servants. 12 But for the 
sake of your father, David, I will not do this while you are still alive. I will take the kingdom 
away from your son. 13 And even so, I will not take away the entire kingdom; I will let him be 
king of one tribe, for the sake of my servant David and for the sake of Jerusalem, my chosen 
city.” 
1 Kings 11:9–13 NLT 
 
 
1. Compromise Begins Before Collapse Is Visible 

1 Now King Solomon loved many foreign women. Besides Pharaoh’s daughter, he married 
women from Moab, Ammon, Edom, Sidon, and from among the Hittites. 2 The LORD had 
clearly instructed the people of Israel, “You must not marry them, because they will turn your 
hearts to their gods.” Yet Solomon insisted on loving them anyway. 3 He had 700 wives of 
royal birth and 300 concubines. And in fact, they did turn his heart away from the LORD. 4 In 
Solomon’s old age, they turned his heart to worship other gods instead of being completely 
faithful to the LORD his God, as his father, David, had been. 
1 Kings 11:1–4 NLT 

In this way, Solomon did what was evil in the Lord’s sight; he refused to follow the Lord 
completely, as his father, David, had done.  
1 Kings 11:6 NLT 
 
The kingdom began to divide when Solomon’s heart became divided. 
 
 
Guard your heart above all else, for it determines the course of your life. 
Proverbs 4:23 NLT 
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2. The Difference Between David and Solomon Was Not Failure, but Response 
 
Then Nathan said to David, “You are that man! The Lord, the God of Israel, says: I anointed 
you king of Israel and saved you from the power of Saul.” 
2 Samuel 12:7 NLT 
 
Then David confessed to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.”  
Nathan replied, “Yes, but the Lord has forgiven you, and you won’t die for this sin.” 
2 Samuel 12:13 NLT 
 
Create in me a clean heart, O God. Renew a loyal spirit within me. 
Psalm 51:10 NLT 
 
9 The LORD was very angry with Solomon, for his heart had turned away from the LORD, the 
God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice. 10 He had warned Solomon specifically about 
worshiping other gods, but Solomon did not listen to the LORD’s command. 
1 Kings 11:9–10 NLT 
 
 
The difference between a surrendered heart and a divided heart is how it responds when 
God speaks. 
 
 
3. Pride Breaks What Humility Could Have Healed 
 
“Your father was a hard master,” they said. “Lighten the harsh labor demands and heavy taxes 
that your father imposed on us. Then we will be your loyal subjects.” 
1 Kings 12:4 NLT 
 
The older counselors replied, “If you are willing to be a servant to these people today and 
give them a favorable answer, they will always be your loyal subjects.” 
1 Kings 12:7 NLT 
 
13 But Rehoboam spoke harshly to the people, for he rejected the advice of the older 
counselors 14 and followed the counsel of his younger advisers. He told the people, “My 
father laid heavy burdens on you, but I’m going to make them even heavier! My father beat 
you with whips, but I will beat you with scorpions!” 
1 Kings 12:13–14 NLT 
 
When all Israel realized that the king had refused to listen to them, they responded, “Down 
with the dynasty of David! We have no interest in the son of Jesse. Back to your homes, O 
Israel! Look out for your own house, O David!” So the people of Israel returned home.  
1 Kings 12:16 NLT 
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A proud heart can turn a healing opportunity into a dividing line. 
 
 
4. The Rise and Fall of Kings Reveals Our Need for a Better King 
 
11 So now the LORD said to him, “Since you have not kept my covenant and have disobeyed 
my decrees, I will surely tear the kingdom away from you and give it to one of your servants. 
12 But for the sake of your father, David, I will not do this while you are still alive. I will take the 
kingdom away from your son. 13 And even so, I will not take away the entire kingdom; I will let 
him be king of one tribe, for the sake of my servant David and for the sake of Jerusalem, my 
chosen city.” 
1 Kings 11:11–13 NLT 

16 When all Israel realized that the king had refused to listen to them, they responded, “Down 
with the dynasty of David! We have no interest in the son of Jesse. Back to your homes, O 
Israel! Look out for your own house, O David!” So the people of Israel returned home. 17 But 
Rehoboam continued to rule over the Israelites who lived in the towns of Judah. 18 King 
Rehoboam sent Adoniram, who was in charge of forced labor, to restore order, but the 
people of Israel stoned him to death. When this news reached King Rehoboam, he quickly 
jumped into his chariot and fled to Jerusalem. 19 And to this day the northern tribes of Israel 
have refused to be ruled by a descendant of David. 20 When the people of Israel learned of 
Jeroboam’s return from Egypt, they called an assembly and made him king over all Israel. So 
only the tribe of Judah remained loyal to the family of David. 
1 Kings 12:16–20NLT 

28 Then Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy burdens, and I will 
give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you. Let me teach you, because I am humble and gentle 
at heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy to bear, and the burden I 
give you is light.” 
Matthew 11:28–30 NLT 
 
32 “He will be very great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give 
him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 And he will reign over Israel forever; his Kingdom will 
never end!”  
Luke 1:32–33 NLT 
 
Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices shouting in heaven: 
“The world has now become the Kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will reign 
forever and ever.”  
Revelation 11:15 NLT 
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The failure of Israel’s kings prepares us to recognize the faithfulness of Jesus. 
 
 
A divided heart leads to a divided kingdom, but a surrendered heart makes room for the rule 
of the true King. 
 
 


