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 Closer Than You Think 
 

1 Then the LORD told Moses, “Now you will see what I will do to Pharaoh. When he feels the 
force of my strong hand, he will let the people go. In fact, he will force them to leave his 
land!” 2 And God said to Moses, “I am Yahweh—‘the LORD.’ 3 I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, 
and to Jacob as El-Shaddai—‘God Almighty’—but I did not reveal my name, Yahweh, to them. 
4 And I reaffirmed my covenant with them. Under its terms, I promised to give them the land 
of Canaan, where they were living as foreigners. 5 You can be sure that I have heard the 
groans of the people of Israel, who are now slaves to the Egyptians. And I am well aware of 
my covenant with them. 6 “Therefore, say to the people of Israel: ‘I am the LORD. I will free you 
from your oppression and will rescue you from your slavery in Egypt. I will redeem you with a 
powerful arm and great acts of judgment. 7 I will claim you as my own people, and I will be 
your God. Then you will know that I am the LORD your God who has freed you from your 
oppression in Egypt. 8 I will bring you into the land I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob. I will give it to you as your very own possession. I am the LORD!’” 
Exodus 6:1-8 NLT 

 
 
1. Waiting Reveals What You Believe About God 
 
4 Then the foreign rabble who were traveling with the Israelites began to crave the good 
things of Egypt. And the people of Israel also began to complain. “Oh, for some meat!” they 
exclaimed. 5 “We remember the fish we used to eat for free in Egypt. And we had all the 
cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions, and garlic we wanted. 6 But now our appetites are gone. 
All we ever see is this manna!” 
Numbers 11:4-6 NLT 
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25 After exploring the land for forty days, the men returned 26 to Moses, Aaron, and the whole 
community of Israel at Kadesh in the wilderness of Paran. They reported to the whole 
community what they had seen and showed them the fruit they had taken from the land. 
27 This was their report to Moses: “We entered the land you sent us to explore, and it is 
indeed a bountiful country—a land flowing with milk and honey. Here is the kind of fruit it 
produces. 28 But the people living there are powerful, and their towns are large and fortified. 
We even saw giants there, the descendants of Anak! 29 The Amalekites live in the Negev, and 
the Hittites, Jebusites, and Amorites live in the hill country. The Canaanites live along the 
coast of the Mediterranean Sea and along the Jordan Valley.” 30 But Caleb tried to quiet the 
people as they stood before Moses. “Let’s go at once to take the land,” he said. “We can 
certainly conquer it!” 31 But the other men who had explored the land with him disagreed. 
“We can’t go up against them! They are stronger than we are!” 32 So they spread this bad 
report about the land among the Israelites: “The land we traveled through and explored will 
devour anyone who goes to live there. All the people we saw were huge. 33 We even saw 
giants there, the descendants of Anak. Next to them we felt like grasshoppers, and that’s 
what they thought, too!”  
Numbers 13:25-33 NLT 

 

 

 

2. Complaining Is Often Misplaced Nostalgia 
 
1 Then the whole community began weeping aloud, and they cried all night. 2 Their voices 
rose in a great chorus of protest against Moses and Aaron. “If only we had died in Egypt, or 
even here in the wilderness!” they complained. 3 “Why is the LORD taking us to this country 
only to have us die in battle? Our wives and our little ones will be carried off as plunder! 
Wouldn’t it be better for us to return to Egypt?” 4 Then they plotted among themselves, “Let’s 
choose a new leader and go back to Egypt!” 
Numbers 14:1-4 NLT 
 
 

 “If only the LORD had killed us back in Egypt,” they moaned. “There we sat around pots filled 
with meat and ate all the bread we wanted. But now you have brought us into this wilderness 
to starve us all to death.” 
Exodus 16:3 NLT 
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11 So the Egyptians made the Israelites their slaves. They appointed brutal slave drivers over 
them, hoping to wear them down with crushing labor. They forced them to build the cities of 
Pithom and Rameses as supply centers for the king. 12 But the more the Egyptians oppressed 
them, the more the Israelites multiplied and spread, and the more alarmed the Egyptians 
became. 13 So the Egyptians worked the people of Israel without mercy. 14 They made their 
lives bitter, forcing them to mix mortar and make bricks and do all the work in the fields. They 
were ruthless in all their demands. 
Exodus 1:11-14 NLT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Waiting Is Where Trust Is Formed 
 
2 Remember how the LORD your God led you through the wilderness for these forty years, 
humbling you and testing you to prove your character, and to find out whether or not you 
would obey his commands. 3 Yes, he humbled you by letting you go hungry and then feeding 
you with manna, a food previously unknown to you and your ancestors. He did it to teach you 
that people do not live by bread alone; rather, we live by every word that comes from the 
mouth of the LORD. 
Deuteronomy 8:2-3 NLT 
 

 


