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 Closer Than You Think 
 

 
“You have seen what I did to the Egyptians. You know how I carried you on eagles’ wings and 
brought you to myself.” 
Exodus 19:4 NLT 
 
15 But now you must be holy in everything you do, just as God who chose you is holy. 16 For 
the Scriptures say, “You must be holy because I am holy.” 
1 Peter 1:15–16 NLT 
 
 
 
1. Holiness Reveals Who God Is 

16 On the morning of the third day, thunder roared and lightning flashed, and a dense cloud 
came down on the mountain. There was a long, loud blast from a ram’s horn, and all the 
people trembled. 17 Moses led them out from the camp to meet with God, and they stood at 
the foot of the mountain. 18 All of Mount Sinai was covered with smoke because the LORD had 
descended on it in the form of fire. The smoke billowed into the sky like smoke from a brick 
kiln, and the whole mountain shook violently. 
Exodus 19:16–18 NLT 

 

1 It was in the year King Uzziah died that I saw the Lord. He was sitting on a lofty throne, and 
the train of his robe filled the Temple. 2 Attending him were mighty seraphim, each having six 
wings. With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two 
they flew. 3 They were calling out to each other, “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of Heaven’s 
Armies! The whole earth is filled with his glory!” 4 Their voices shook the Temple to its 
foundations, and the entire building was filled with smoke. 5 Then I said, “It’s all over! I am 
doomed, for I am a sinful man. I have filthy lips, and I live among a people with filthy lips. Yet I 
have seen the King, the LORD of Heaven’s Armies.” 
Isaiah 6:1–5 NLT 
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2. Holiness Invites Us Closer 

5 “‘Now if you will obey me and keep my covenant, you will be my own special treasure from 
among all the peoples on earth; for all the earth belongs to me. 6 And you will be my 
kingdom of priests, my holy nation.’ This is the message you must give to the people of 
Israel.” 
Exodus 19:5–6 NLT 

 

18 When the people heard the thunder and the loud blast of the ram’s horn, and when they 
saw the flashes of lightning and the smoke billowing from the mountain, they stood at a 
distance, trembling with fear. 19 And they said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen. 
But don’t let God speak directly to us, or we will die!”  
Exodus 20:18–19 NLT 

 

28 Since we are receiving a Kingdom that is unshakable, let us be thankful and please God by 
worshiping him with holy fear and awe. 29 For our God is a devouring fire. 
Hebrews 12:28–29 NLT 

 

 
3. Jesus Makes Holiness Approachable 
 
So the Word became human and made his home among us. He was full of unfailing love and 
faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of the Father’s one and only Son. 
John 1:14 NLT 
 
 
For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could be 
made right with God through Christ.  
2 Corinthians 5:21 NLT 
 
 

 


