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 Closer Than You Think 
 

8 Eventually, a new king came to power in Egypt who knew nothing about Joseph or what he 
had done. 9 He said to his people, “Look, the people of Israel now outnumber us and are 
stronger than we are. 10 We must make a plan to keep them from growing even more. If we 
don’t, and if war breaks out, they will join our enemies and fight against us. Then they will 
escape from the country.” 11 So the Egyptians made the Israelites their slaves. They appointed 
brutal slave drivers over them, hoping to wear them down with crushing labor. They forced 
them to build the cities of Pithom and Rameses as supply centers for the king. 12 But the more 
the Egyptians oppressed them, the more the Israelites multiplied and spread, and the more 
alarmed the Egyptians became. 13 So the Egyptians worked the people of Israel without 
mercy. 14 They made their lives bitter, forcing them to mix mortar and make bricks and do all 
the work in the fields. They were ruthless in all their demands. 
Exodus 1:8-14 NLT 

 
 
God Makes the First Move 

13 So the Egyptians worked the people of Israel without mercy. 14 They made their lives bitter, 
forcing them to mix mortar and make bricks and do all the work in the fields. They were 
ruthless in all their demands. 
Exodus 1:13-14 NLT 

 

 

7 Then the LORD told him, “I have certainly seen the oppression of my people in Egypt. I have 
heard their cries of distress because of their harsh slave drivers. Yes, I am aware of their 
suffering. 8 So I have come down to rescue them from the power of the Egyptians and lead 
them out of Egypt into their own fertile and spacious land. It is a land flowing with milk and 
honey—the land where the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites 
now live.” 
Exodus 3:7-8 NLT 
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13 But Moses told the people, “Don’t be afraid. Just stand still and watch the LORD rescue you 
today. The Egyptians you see today will never be seen again. 14 The LORD himself will fight for 
you. Just stay calm.” 
Exodus 14:13-14 NLT 

 
 
But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still 
sinners. 
Romans 5:8 NLT 
 
 
 
 
 
God Gives Us Identity Before Instruction 

1 Then God gave the people all these instructions: 2 “I am the LORD your God, who rescued 
you from the land of Egypt, the place of your slavery.” 
Exodus 20:1-2 NLT 

 

 

7 “The LORD did not set his heart on you and choose you because you were more numerous 
than other nations, for you were the smallest of all nations! 8 Rather, it was simply that the 
LORD loves you, and he was keeping the oath he had sworn to your ancestors. That is why the 
LORD rescued you with such a strong hand from your slavery and from the oppressive hand of 
Pharaoh, king of Egypt.” 
 

Deuteronomy 7:7-8 NLT 

 
Let me put it another way. The law was our guardian until Christ came; it protected us until we 
could be made right with God through faith. 
Galatians 3:24 NLT 
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God Calls Us to Live Like We’ve Been Set Free 
 
“If only the LORD had killed us back in Egypt,” they moaned. “There we sat around pots filled 
with meat and ate all the bread we wanted. But now you have brought us into this wilderness 
to starve us all to death.” 
Exodus 16:3 NLT 

 

 

6 We know that our old sinful selves were crucified with Christ so that sin might lose its power 
in our lives. We are no longer slaves to sin. 7 For when we died with Christ we were set free 
from the power of sin. 
Romans 6:6-7 NLT 

 

 


