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 Closer Than You Think 
 

Faith shows the reality of what we hope for; it is the evidence of things we cannot see.  
Hebrews 11:1 NLT  
 
1. Deep Faith Requires Endurance 

32 Think back on those early days when you first learned about Christ. Remember how you 
remained faithful even though it meant terrible suffering. 33 Sometimes you were exposed to 
public ridicule and were beaten, and sometimes you helped others who were suffering the 
same things. 34 You suffered along with those who were thrown into jail, and when all you 
owned was taken from you, you accepted it with joy. You knew there were better things 
waiting for you that will last forever. 35 So do not throw away this confident trust in the Lord. 
Remember the great reward it brings you! 36 Patient endurance is what you need now, so that 
you will continue to do God’s will. Then you will receive all that he has promised. 
Hebrews 10:32–36 NLT 

 
All of them received the miracle at just the right time for their lives but also so God could 
receive the most glory. 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Deep Faith Shows What We Actually Believe 
 
1 Faith shows the reality of what we hope for; it is the evidence of things we cannot see. 
2 Through their faith, the people in days of old earned a good reputation. 
Hebrews 11:1–2 NLT 
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3. Deep Faith Holds Tight When Life Gets Difficult 
 
1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the life of faith, let 
us strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily trips us up. And 
let us run with endurance the race God has set before us. 2 We do this by keeping our eyes 
on Jesus, the champion who initiates and perfects our faith. Because of the joy awaiting him, 
he endured the cross, disregarding its shame. Now he is seated in the place of honor beside 
God’s throne. 3 Think of all the hostility he endured from sinful people; then you won’t 
become weary and give up. 
Hebrews 12:1–3 NLT 
 
 
 
So take a new grip with your tired hands and strengthen your weak knees. 
Hebrews 12:12 NLT 
 

 


