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 Closer Than You Think 

1. Opportunity and Threshold Moments 

Every day God gives us is an opportunity to serve, love, give, and advance His 
Kingdom. 

 

2. Watching the Times 

And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled; for all these 
things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. For nation will rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various 
places. All these are the beginning of sorrows. 
Matthew 24:6-8 NKJV 

 

“Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many.” 
Matthew 24:11 NKJV 

 

These warnings are not hypothetical, they are real, observable signs meant to awaken 
the Church. 

3. Be Ready but Also Working – The Ten Virgins 

“Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man is 
coming.” 
Matthew 25:13 (NKJV) 

 

While we watch, we must also work. 
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4. The Parable of the Talents – Stewardship of Opportunity 

“…Lord, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering 
where you have not scattered seed.” 
Matthew 25:24 (NKJV) 

 

The earth is the Lord’s, and all its fullness, the world and those who dwell therein. 
Psalm 24:1 (NKJV) 

 

Misunderstanding God’s heart produces fear, hesitation, and inactivity. 

 

5. Mercy Before Mission – Paul’s Emphasis 

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being justified freely by His grace 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. 
Romans 3:23–24 (NKJV) 

 

But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died 
for us. 
Romans 5:8 (NKJV) 

 

…knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done 
away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. 
Romans 6:6 (NKJV) 

 

For what I am doing, I do not understand. For what I will to do, that I do not practice; but what 
I hate, that I do. 
Romans 7:15 (NKJV) 
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There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk 
according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. 
Romans 8:1 (NKJV) 

Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable 
are His judgments and His ways past finding out! 
Romans 11:33 (NKJV) 

 

Eleven chapters of mercy, love, and grace before asking for total surrender in Romans 
12:1. 

 

6. Testimony – Doing  What You Can With What You Have 

 

If you do what you can with what you have, God will do what you cannot. 

 

7. One Foot In – One Foot Out 

 

A living sacrifice is all in. Not one foot in, and one foot out.  

 

8. The Call to be a Living Sacrifice 

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 
Romans 12:1 (NKJV) 

 

9. Final Warning and Hope 

After a long time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 
Matthew 25:19 (NKJV) 


