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Why Talk About the End Times?
The Bible in three statements:

1. Jesus has come.
2. Jesus is coming.
3. Jesus is coming again.

What Is the Second Coming?

“Men of Galilee,” they said, “why are you standing here staring into heaven? Jesus has been
taken from you into heaven, but someday he will return from heaven in the same way you saw
him go!”

Acts 1:11 NLT

""Then | saw heaven opened, and a white horse was standing there. Its rider was named
Faithful and True, for he judges fairly and wages a righteous war. '2His eyes were like flames
of fire, and on his head were many crowns. A name was written on him that no one
understood except himself. "*He wore a robe dipped in blood, and his title was the Word of
God. " The armies of heaven, dressed in the finest of pure white linen, followed him on white
horses. '® From his mouth came a sharp sword to strike down the nations. He will rule them
with an iron rod. He will release the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty, like juice flowing from
a winepress. '® On his robe at his thigh was written this title: King of all kings and Lord of all
lords.

Revelation 19:11-16 NLT

And then at last, the sign that the Son of Man is coming will appear in the heavens, and there
will be deep mourning among all the peoples of the earth. And they will see the Son of Man
coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.

Matthew 24:30 NLT
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For as the lightning flashes and lights up the sky from one end to the other, so it will be on
the day when the Son of Man comes.
Luke 17:24 NLT

When Will Jesus Return?

“However, no one knows the day or hour when these things will happen, not even the angels
in heaven or the Son himself. Only the Father knows.”
Matthew 24:36 NLT

“Be dressed for service and keep your lamps burning, 3 as though you were waiting for your
master to return from the wedding feast. Then you will be ready to open the door and let him
in the moment he arrives and knocks.”

Luke 12:35-36 NLT

How Should We Live While We Wait?
Live with Hope

'3 And now, dear brothers and sisters, we want you to know what will happen to the believers
who have died so you will not grieve like people who have no hope. ' For since we believe
that Jesus died and was raised to life again, we also believe that when Jesus returns, God will
bring back with him the believers who have died. "> We tell you this directly from the Lord:
We who are still living when the Lord returns will not meet him ahead of those who have died.
"¢ For the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a commanding shout, with the voice
of the archangel, and with the trumpet call of God. First, the believers who have died will rise
from their graves. ' Then, together with them, we who are still alive and remain on the earth
will be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Then we will be with the Lord
forever. '8 So encourage each other with these words.

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 NLT
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Live with Endurance

*We proudly tell God's other churches about your endurance and faithfulness in all the
persecutions and hardships you are suffering. ®> And God will use this persecution to show his
justice and to make you worthy of his Kingdom, for which you are suffering. ¢ In his justice he
will pay back those who persecute you. ” And God will provide rest for you who are being
persecuted and also for us when the Lord Jesus appears from heaven. He will come with his
mighty angels,

2 Thessalonians 1:4-7 NLT

Live with Discernment

2Don't be so easily shaken or alarmed by those who say that the day of the Lord has already
begun. Don't believe them, even if they claim to have had a spiritual vision, a revelation, or a
letter supposedly from us. ®* Don't be fooled by what they say. For that day will not come until
there is a great rebellion against God and the man of lawlessness is revealed—the one who
brings destruction. ? This man will come to do the work of Satan with counterfeit power and
signs and miracles. "°He will use every kind of evil deception to fool those on their way to
destruction, because they refuse to love and accept the truth that would save them.

2 Thessalonians 2:2-3, 9-10 NLT

Live with Faithfulness

"9Even while we were with you, we gave you this command: “Those unwilling to work will not
getto eat.” ' Yet we hear that some of you are living idle lives, refusing to work and
meddling in other people’s business. > We command such people and urge them in the
name of the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and work to earn their own living. '* As for the
rest of you, dear brothers and sisters, never get tired of doing good.

2 Thessalonians 3:10-13 NLT
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Live with Confidence

'®Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace
gave us eternal comfort and a wonderful hope, '’ comfort you and strengthen you in every
good thing you do and say.

2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 NLT

Why the Delay?

8 But you must not forget this one thing, dear friends: A day is like a thousand years to the
Lord, and a thousand years is like a day. * The Lord isn't really being slow about his promise,
as some people think. No, he is being patient for your sake. He does not want anyone to be
destroyed, but wants everyone to repent.

2 Peter 3:8-9 NLT
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