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But those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be 
exalted. 
Matthew 23:12 NLT 
 
 “... God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble.” 
James 4:6b NLT 
 

I. You Can Be Right in Your Actions but Wrong in Your Heart 

9 Then Jesus told this story to some who had great confidence in their own righteousness and 
scorned everyone else: 10 “Two men went to the Temple to pray. One was a Pharisee, and the 
other was a despised tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed this prayer: ‘I 
thank you, God, that I am not like other people—cheaters, sinners, adulterers. I’m certainly not 
like that tax collector! 12 I fast twice a week, and I give you a tenth of my income.’ 13 “But the 
tax collector stood at a distance and dared not even lift his eyes to heaven as he prayed. 
Instead, he beat his chest in sorrow, saying, ‘O God, be merciful to me, for I am a sinner.’ 14 I 
tell you, this sinner, not the Pharisee, returned home justified before God. For those who 
exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 
Luke 18:9-14 NLT  

 

But the Lord said to Samuel, “Don’t judge by his appearance or height, for I have rejected 
him. The Lord doesn’t see things the way you see them. People judge by outward 
appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” 
1 Samuel 16:7 NLT 
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II. You Can Be Right About the Wrong Thing 

23 “What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you 
are careful to tithe even the tiniest income from your herb gardens, but you ignore the more 
important aspects of the law—justice, mercy, and faith. You should tithe, yes, but do not 
neglect the more important things. 24 Blind guides! You strain your water so you won’t 
accidentally swallow a gnat, but you swallow a camel!”  
Matthew 23:23-24 NLT  

 

1 If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn’t love others, I would only 
be a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I understood all of 
God’s secret plans and possessed all knowledge, and if I had such faith that I could move 
mountains, but didn’t love others, I would be nothing. 3 If I gave everything I have to the poor 
and even sacrificed my body, I could boast about it; but if I didn’t love others, I would have 
gained nothing. 
1 Corinthians 13:1-3 NLT  

 

 

The need to be right is an indicator of pride. 
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III. The Answer to Pride Is Intentional Humility 

40 Then Jesus answered his thoughts. “Simon,” he said to the Pharisee, “I have something to 
say to you.” “Go ahead, Teacher,” Simon replied. 41 Then Jesus told him this story: “A man 
loaned money to two people—500 pieces of silver to one and 50 pieces to the other. 42 But 
neither of them could repay him, so he kindly forgave them both, canceling their debts. Who 
do you suppose loved him more after that?” 43 Simon answered, “I suppose the one for whom 
he canceled the larger debt.” “That’s right,” Jesus said. 
Luke 7:40-43 NLT 
 

 
3 Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, thinking of others as better than 
yourselves. 4 Don’t look out only for your own interests, but take an interest in others, too. 
5 You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had. 6 Though he was God, he did not 
think of equality with God as something to cling to. 7 Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; 
he took the humble position of a slave and was born as a human being. When he appeared 
in human form, 8 he humbled himself in obedience to God and died a criminal’s death on a 
cross. 
Philippians 2:3-8 NLT 

 


