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36 As he rode along, the crowds spread out their garments on the road ahead of him. 37 When 
he reached the place where the road started down the Mount of Olives, all of his followers 
began to shout and sing as they walked along, praising God for all the wonderful miracles 
they had seen.38 “Blessings on the King who comes in the name of the LORD! Peace in heaven, 
and glory in highest heaven!” 
Luke 19:36-38 NLT 

15 Now it was the governor’s custom each year during the Passover celebration to release one 
prisoner to the crowd—anyone they wanted. 16 This year there was a notorious prisoner, a man 
named Barabbas. 17 As the crowds gathered before Pilate’s house that morning, he asked 
them, “Which one do you want me to release to you—Barabbas, or Jesus who is called the 
Messiah?” 18 (He knew very well that the religious leaders had arrested Jesus out of envy.) 
19 Just then, as Pilate was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent him this message: “Leave 
that innocent man alone. I suffered through a terrible nightmare about him last night.” 
20 Meanwhile, the leading priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas to 
be released and for Jesus to be put to death. 21 So the governor asked again, “Which of these 
two do you want me to release to you?” The crowd shouted back, “Barabbas!” 22 Pilate 
responded, “Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” They shouted 
back, “Crucify him!” 23 “Why?” Pilate demanded. “What crime has he committed?” But the 
mob roared even louder, “Crucify him!” 24 Pilate saw that he wasn’t getting anywhere and that 
a riot was developing. So he sent for a bowl of water and washed his hands before the crowd, 
saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood. The responsibility is yours!” 25 And all the people 
yelled back, “We will take responsibility for his death—we and our children!” 26 So Pilate 
released Barabbas to them. He ordered Jesus flogged with a lead-tipped whip, then turned 
him over to the Roman soldiers to be crucified. 
Matthew 27:15-26 NLT 
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Real Faith Is Centered on Jesus – Not Us 

36 As he rode along, the crowds spread out their garments on the road ahead of him. 37 When 
he reached the place where the road started down the Mount of Olives, all of his followers 
began to shout and sing as they walked along, praising God for all the wonderful miracles 
they had seen.  
Luke 19:36-37 NLT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Real Faith Is Built on Relationship – Not Trends 

15 Now it was the governor’s custom each year during the Passover celebration to release one 
prisoner to the crowd—anyone they wanted. 16 This year there was a notorious prisoner, a man 
named Barabbas. 17 As the crowds gathered before Pilate’s house that morning, he asked 
them, “Which one do you want me to release to you—Barabbas, or Jesus who is called the 
Messiah?” 18 (He knew very well that the religious leaders had arrested Jesus out of envy.) 
19 Just then, as Pilate was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent him this message: “Leave 
that innocent man alone. I suffered through a terrible nightmare about him last night.” 
20 Meanwhile, the leading priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas to 
be released and for Jesus to be put to death. 21 So the governor asked again, “Which of these 
two do you want me to release to you?” The crowd shouted back, “Barabbas!” 22 Pilate 
responded, “Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” They shouted 
back, “Crucify him!” 23 “Why?” Pilate demanded. “What crime has he committed?” But the 
mob roared even louder, “Crucify him!” 
Matthew 27:15-23 NLT 
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Real Faith Endures Trials—Not Just Triumphs 

60 Many of his disciples said, “This is very hard to understand. How can anyone accept it?” 
61 Jesus was aware that his disciples were complaining, so he said to them, “Does this offend 
you? 62 Then what will you think if you see the Son of Man ascend to heaven again? 63 The 
Spirit alone gives eternal life. Human effort accomplishes nothing. And the very words I have 
spoken to you are spirit and life. 64 But some of you do not believe me.” (For Jesus knew from 
the beginning which ones didn’t believe, and he knew who would betray him.) 65 Then he 
said, “That is why I said that people can’t come to me unless the Father gives them to me.” 
66 At this point many of his disciples turned away and deserted him. 67 Then Jesus turned to 
the Twelve and asked, “Are you also going to leave?” 68 Simon Peter replied, “Lord, to whom 
would we go? You have the words that give eternal life.” 
John 6:60-68 NLT 

 

 


