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"When the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were
traveling from Gilgal. > And Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has told me to go to
Bethel.” But Elisha replied, “As surely as the LORD lives and you yourself live, | will never leave
you!” So they went down together to Bethel. ... 8 Then Elijah folded his cloak together and
struck the water with it. The river divided, and the two of them went across on dry ground!
?When they came to the other side, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what | can do for you before
| am taken away.” And Elisha replied, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit and
become your successor.” "°"You have asked a difficult thing,” Elijah replied. “If you see me
when | am taken from you, then you will get your request. But if not, then you won't.” "' As
they were walking along and talking, suddenly a chariot of fire appeared, drawn by horses of
fire. It drove between the two men, separating them, and Elijah was carried by a whirlwind
into heaven. "2 Elisha saw it and cried out, "My father! My father! | see the chariots and
charioteers of Israel!” And as they disappeared from sight, Elisha tore his clothes in distress.
3 Elisha picked up Elijah’s cloak, which had fallen when he was taken up. Then Elisha
returned to the bank of the Jordan River. '*He struck the water with Elijah’s cloak and cried
out, “Where is the LORD, the God of Elijah?” Then the river divided, and Elisha went across.

2 Kings 2:1-2, 8-14 NLT

Elisha’s first miracles are a picture of the offer of salvation.

'” One day the leaders of the town of Jericho visited Elisha. “We have a problem, my lord,”
they told him. “This town is located in pleasant surroundings, as you can see. But the water is
bad, and the land is unproductive.” ?° Elisha said, “Bring me a new bowl| with salt in it.” So they
brought it to him. 2! Then he went out to the spring that supplied the town with water and
threw the salt into it. And he said, “This is what the LORD says: | have purified this water. It will
no longer cause death or infertility.” > And the water has remained pure ever since, just as
Elisha said. 2 Elisha left Jericho and went up to Bethel. As he was walking along the road, a
group of boys from the town began mocking and making fun of him. “Go away, baldy!” they
chanted. "Go away, baldy!” ?*Elisha turned around and looked at them, and he cursed them
in the name of the LORD. Then two bears came out of the woods and mauled forty-two of
them. 2> From there Elisha went to Mount Carmel and finally returned to Samaria.

2 Kings 2:19-25 NLT
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Elisha means “God is my salvation.”

Elisha's healing of Naaman is a picture of God cleansing our sins through the waters of
faith.

"The king of Aram had great admiration for Naaman, the commander of his army, because
through him the LORD had given Aram great victories. But though Naaman was a mighty
warrior, he suffered from leprosy.

2 At this time Aramean raiders had invaded the land of Israel, and among their captives was a
young girl who had been given to Naaman’s wife as a maid. * One day the girl said to her
mistress, “| wish my master would go to see the prophet in Samaria. He would heal him of his
leprosy.” *So Naaman told the king what the young girl from Israel had said. ®“Go and visit
the prophet,” ... ? So Naaman went with his horses and chariots and waited at the door of
Elisha's house. '°But Elisha sent a messenger out to him with this message: “Go and wash
yourself seven times in the Jordan River. Then your skin will be restored, and you will be
healed of your leprosy.” ' But Naaman became angry and stalked away. “I thought he would
certainly come out to meet me!” he said. “| expected him to wave his hand over the leprosy
and call on the name of the LORD his God and heal me! "> Aren’t the rivers of Damascus, the
Abana and the Pharpar, better than any of the rivers of Israel? Why shouldn’t | wash in them
and be healed?” So Naaman turned and went away in a rage. "* But his officers tried to reason
with him and said, “Sir, if the prophet had told you to do something very difficult, wouldn't
you have done it? So you should certainly obey him when he says simply, ‘Go and wash and
be cured!” *So Naaman went down to the Jordan River and dipped himself seven times, as
the man of God had instructed him. And his skin became as healthy as the skin of a young
child, and he was healed!

2 Kings 5:1-5a, 9-14 NLT

Elisha’s final miracle is a picture of God's faithfulness to fulfill every promise.

2Then Elisha died and was buried. Groups of Moabite raiders used to invade the land each
spring. 2’ Once when some Israelites were burying a man, they spied a band of these raiders.
So they hastily threw the corpse into the tomb of Elisha and fled. But as soon as the body
touched Elisha’s bones, the dead man revived and jumped to his feet!

2 Kings 13:20-21 NLT
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