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1 Faith shows the reality of what we hope for; it is the evidence of things we cannot see. 
2 Through their faith, the people in days of old earned a good reputation. 3 By faith we 
understand that the entire universe was formed at God’s command, that what we now see did 
not come from anything that can be seen. 
Hebrews 11:1-3 NLT 

8 It was by faith that Abraham obeyed when God called him to leave home and go to another 
land that God would give him as his inheritance. He went without knowing where he was 
going. 9 And even when he reached the land God promised him, he lived there by faith—for 
he was like a foreigner, living in tents. And so did Isaac and Jacob, who inherited the same 
promise. 10 Abraham was confidently looking forward to a city with eternal foundations, a city 
designed and built by God. 11 It was by faith that even Sarah was able to have a child, though 
she was barren and was too old. She believed that God would keep his promise. 12 And so a 
whole nation came from this one man who was as good as dead—a nation with so many 
people that, like the stars in the sky and the sand on the seashore, there is no way to count 
them. 17 It was by faith that Abraham offered Isaac as a sacrifice when God was testing him. 
Abraham, who had received God’s promises, was ready to sacrifice his only son, Isaac, 18 even 
though God had told him, “Isaac is the son through whom your descendants will be 
counted.” 19 Abraham reasoned that if Isaac died, God was able to bring him back to life 
again. And in a sense, Abraham did receive his son back from the dead. 
 Hebrews 11:8-12, 17-19 NLT 

 

In the Beginning – Perfect Environment 

1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was formless and 
empty, and darkness covered the deep waters. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the 
surface of the waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God 
saw that the light was good. Then he separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the 
light “day” and the darkness “night.” And evening passed and morning came, marking the 
first day. 
Genesis 1:1-5 NLT 
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27 So God created human beings in his own image. In the image of God he created them; 
male and female he created them. 28 Then God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and 
multiply. Fill the earth and govern it. Reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, and all 
the animals that scurry along the ground.” 29 Then God said, “Look! I have given you every 
seed-bearing plant throughout the earth and all the fruit trees for your food. 30 And I have 
given every green plant as food for all the wild animals, the birds in the sky, and the small 
animals that scurry along the ground—everything that has life.” And that is what happened. 
31 Then God looked over all he had made, and he saw that it was very good! And evening 
passed and morning came, marking the sixth day. 
Genesis 1:27-31 NLT 

15 The Lord God placed the man in the Garden of Eden to tend and watch over it. 16 But the 
LORD God warned him, “You may freely eat the fruit of every tree in the garden— 17 except the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil. If you eat its fruit, you are sure to die.”  
Genesis 2:15-17 NLT 

14 Then the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, you are cursed more 
than all animals, domestic and wild. You will crawl on your belly, groveling in the dust as long 
as you live. 15 And I will cause hostility between you and the woman, and between your 
offspring and her offspring. He will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.” 
Genesis 3:14-15 NLT 

21 And the LORD God made clothing from animal skins for Adam and his wife. 22 Then the 
LORD God said, “Look, the human beings have become like us, knowing both good and evil. 
What if they reach out, take fruit from the tree of life, and eat it? Then they will live forever!” 
23 So the LORD God banished them from the Garden of Eden, and he sent Adam out to 
cultivate the ground from which he had been made. 24 After sending them out, the LORD God 
stationed mighty cherubim to the east of the Garden of Eden. And he placed a flaming sword 
that flashed back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life. 
Genesis 3:21-24 NLT 
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After the Fall – Brokenness  

5 The LORD observed the extent of human wickedness on the earth, and he saw that 
everything they thought or imagined was consistently and totally evil. 6 So the LORD was sorry 
he had ever made them and put them on the earth. It broke his heart. 7 And the LORD said, “I 
will wipe this human race I have created from the face of the earth. Yes, and I will destroy 
every living thing—all the people, the large animals, the small animals that scurry along the 
ground, and even the birds of the sky. I am sorry I ever made them.” 8 But Noah found favor 
with the LORD.  
Genesis 6:5-8 NLT 

8 Then God told Noah and his sons, 9 “I hereby confirm my covenant with you and your 
descendants, 10 and with all the animals that were on the boat with you—the birds, the 
livestock, and all the wild animals—every living creature on earth. 11 Yes, I am confirming my 
covenant with you. Never again will floodwaters kill all living creatures; never again will a 
flood destroy the earth.” 12 Then God said, “I am giving you a sign of my covenant with you 
and with all living creatures, for all generations to come. 13 I have placed my rainbow in the 
clouds. It is the sign of my covenant with you and with all the earth. 14 When I send clouds 
over the earth, the rainbow will appear in the clouds, 15 and I will remember my covenant with 
you and with all living creatures. Never again will the floodwaters destroy all life.” 
Genesis 9:8-15 NLT 
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Believing for More – Promised Hope 

1 The LORD had said to Abram, “Leave your native country, your relatives, and your father’s 
family, and go to the land that I will show you. 2 I will make you into a great nation. I will bless 
you and make you famous, and you will be a blessing to others. 3 I will bless those who bless 
you and curse those who treat you with contempt. All the families on earth will be blessed 
through you.” Genesis 12:1-3 NLT 

1 Some time later, the LORD spoke to Abram in a vision and said to him, “Do not be afraid, 
Abram, for I will protect you, and your reward will be great.” 2 But Abram replied, “O 
Sovereign LORD, what good are all your blessings when I don’t even have a son? Since you’ve 
given me no children, Eliezer of Damascus, a servant in my household, will inherit all my 
wealth. 3 You have given me no descendants of my own, so one of my servants will be my 
heir.” 4 Then the LORD said to him, “No, your servant will not be your heir, for you will have a 
son of your own who will be your heir.” 5 Then the LORD took Abram outside and said to him, 
“Look up into the sky and count the stars if you can. That’s how many descendants you will 
have!” 6 And Abram believed the LORD, and the LORD counted him as righteous because of 
his faith. 7 Then the LORD told him, “I am the LORD who brought you out of Ur of the 
Chaldeans to give you this land as your possession.” 8 But Abram replied, “O Sovereign LORD, 
how can I be sure that I will actually possess it?” 9 The LORD told him, “Bring me a three-year-
old heifer, a three-year-old female goat, a three-year-old ram, a turtledove, and a young 
pigeon.” 10 So Abram presented all these to him and killed them. Then he cut each animal 
down the middle and laid the halves side by side; he did not, however, cut the birds in half. 
11 Some vultures swooped down to eat the carcasses, but Abram chased them away. 12 As the 
sun was going down, Abram fell into a deep sleep, and a terrifying darkness came down over 
him. 13 Then the LORD said to Abram, “You can be sure that your descendants will be 
strangers in a foreign land, where they will be oppressed as slaves for 400 years. 14 But I will 
punish the nation that enslaves them, and in the end they will come away with great wealth. 
15 (As for you, you will die in peace and be buried at a ripe old age.) 16 After four generations 
your descendants will return here to this land, for the sins of the Amorites do not yet warrant 
their destruction.” 17 After the sun went down and darkness fell, Abram saw a smoking firepot 
and a flaming torch pass between the halves of the carcasses. 18 So the LORD made a 
covenant with Abram that day and said, “I have given this land to your descendants, all the 
way from the border of Egypt to the great Euphrates River.” Genesis 15:1-18 NLT 

 


