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He replied, “Because you have so little faith. Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as a 
mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move. 
Nothing will be impossible for you.” 
Matthew 17:20 NIV 

22 Then Jesus said to the disciples, “Have faith in God. 23 I tell you the truth, you can say to this 
mountain, ‘May you be lifted up and thrown into the sea,’ and it will happen. But you must 
really believe it will happen and have no doubt in your heart.” 
Mark 11:22-23 NLT  

The Lord answered, “If you had faith even as small as a mustard seed, you could say to this 
mulberry tree, ‘May you be uprooted and be planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you!” 
Luke 17:6 NLT 

Human Weakness 

14 At the foot of the mountain, a large crowd was waiting for them. A man came and knelt 
before Jesus and said, 15 “Lord, have mercy on my son. He has seizures and suffers terribly. 
He often falls into the fire or into the water.”  
Matthew 17:14-15 NLT 

“So I brought him to your disciples, but they couldn’t heal him.”  
Matthew 17:16 NLT 

And he called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave them authority 
over the unclean spirits. 
Mark 6:7 ESV 

They drove out many demons and anointed many sick people with oil and healed them. 
Mark 6:13 NIV 
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Divine Power 

And Jesus answered, “O faithless and twisted generation, how long am I to be with you? How 
long am I to bear with you? Bring him here to me.”  
Matthew 17:17 ESV 

20 So they brought him. When the spirit saw Jesus, it immediately threw the boy into a 
convulsion. He fell to the ground and rolled around, foaming at the mouth. 21 Jesus asked the 
boy’s father, “How long has he been like this?” “From childhood,” he answered. 22 “It has often 
thrown him into fire or water to kill him. But if you can do anything, take pity on us and help 
us.” Mark 9:20-22 NIV 

“‘If you can’?” said Jesus. “Everything is possible for one who believes.” 
Mark 9:23 NIV 

And Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of him, and the boy was healed instantly. 
Matthew 17:28 ESV 

25 When Jesus saw that a crowd was running to the scene, he rebuked the impure spirit. “You 
deaf and mute spirit,” he said, “I command you, come out of him and never enter him again.” 
26 The spirit shrieked, convulsed him violently and came out. The boy looked so much like a 
corpse that many said, “He’s dead.” 27 But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him to his 
feet, and he stood up. 
Mark 9:25-27 NIV 
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Faith and Fasting Is Where Divine Power Meets Human Weakness 

Afterward the disciples asked Jesus privately, “Why couldn’t we cast out that demon?” 
Matthew 17:19 NLT 

“You don’t have enough faith,” Jesus told them. 
Matthew 17:20a NLT 

“I tell you the truth, if you had faith even as small as a mustard seed, you could say to this 
mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it would move. Nothing would be impossible.” 
Matthew 17:20b NLT 

“However, this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting.” 
Matthew 17:21 NKJV 

And He told them, “This kind can come out by nothing but prayer [and fasting].” 
Mark 9:29 HCSB 

 


