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1 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 After 
fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 The tempter came to him and said, “If you 
are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.” 

4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that 
comes from the mouth of God.’” 

5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the 
temple. 6 “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written: 

“‘He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so that 
you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 

7 Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 

8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the 
world and their splendor. 9 “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship 
me.” 

10 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and 
serve him only.’” 

11 Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him. 
Matthew 4:1-11 NIV 
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Temptation and testing have purpose. 

For this reason he had to be made like them, fully human in every way, in order that he might 
become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make 
atonement for the sins of the people. 
Hebrews 2:17 NIV 

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we 
have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are -yet he did not sin. 
Hebrews 4:15 NIV 

God’s lordship over our lives is on display during times of temptation. 

No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. And God is faithful; he 
will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will 
also provide a way out so that you can endure it. 
1 Corinthians 10:13 

 

 

 

 

Times and seasons of temptation have little to do with our level of spiritual maturity or 
health. 

For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—
comes not from the Father but from the world. 
1 John 2:16 NIV 
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First Temptation: The Lust of the Flesh 

2 After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 The tempter came to him and said, 
“If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.” 

4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that 
comes from the mouth of God.’” 
Matthew 4:2-4 NIV 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Temptation: The Pride of Life 

5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the 
temple. 6 “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written: 

“‘He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so that 
you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 

7 Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 
Matthew 4:5-7 NIV 
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Third Temptation: The Lust of the Eyes 

8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the 
world and their splendor. 9 “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship 
me.” 

10 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and 
serve him only.’” 
Matthew 4:8-10 NIV 

 

16 For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—
comes not from the Father but from the world. 17 The world and its desires pass away, but 
whoever does the will of God lives forever. 
1 John 2:16-17 NIV 

 


