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"Meanwhile, the boy Samuel served the Lord by assisting Eli. Now in those days messages
from the Lord were very rare, and visions were quite uncommon. 2 One night Eli, who was
almost blind by now, had gone to bed. 3 The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel
was sleeping in the Tabernacle near the Ark of God. * Suddenly the Lord called out, “Samuel!”
"Yes?" Samuel replied. "What is it?" >He got up and ran to Eli. “Here | am. Did you call me?" “|
didn't call you,” Eli replied. “Go back to bed.” So he did. ¢ Then the Lord called out again,
“Samuel!” Again Samuel got up and went to Eli. “Here | am. Did you call me?” “l didn't call
you, my son,” Eli said. “Go back to bed.” 7 Samuel did not yet know the Lord because he had
never had a message from the Lord before. 8 So the Lord called a third time, and once more
Samuel got up and went to Eli. “Here | am. Did you call me?” Then Eli realized it was the Lord
who was calling the boy. ? So he said to Samuel, “Go and lie down again, and if someone calls
again, say, ‘Speak, Lord, your servant is listening.” So Samuel went back to bed. " And the
Lord came and called as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel replied, “Speak, your servant
is listening.”

1 Samuel 3:1-18 NLT

How Does God Speak?
Bible

Your word is a lamp to guide my feet and a light for my path. Psalm 119:105 NLT
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Creation

For ever since the world was created, people have seen the earth and sky. Through
everything God made, they can clearly see his invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine
nature. So they have no excuse for not knowing God.

Romans 1:20 NLT

People

7 A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can help each other. 8 To one person the Spirit
gives the ability to give wise advice; to another the same Spirit gives a message of special
knowledge. * The same Spirit gives great faith to another, and to someone else the one Spirit
gives the gift of healing. '°He gives one person the power to perform miracles, and another
the ability to prophesy. He gives someone else the ability to discern whether a message is
from the Spirit of God or from another spirit. Still another person is given the ability to speak
in unknown languages, while another is given the ability to interpret what is being said. " It is
the one and only Spirit who distributes all these gifts. He alone decides which gift each
person should have.

1 Corinthians 12:7-11 NLT

Directly to Your Heart

Your own ears will hear him. Right behind you a voice will say, “This is the way you should
go,” whether to the right or to the left. Isaiah 30:21 NLT
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How do you Recognize the Voice of God?
Believe that God Will Speak to You

’Samuel did not yet know the Lord because he had never had a message from the Lord
before. 8So the Lord called a third time, and once more Samuel got up and went to Eli. "Here
| am. Did you call me?” Then Eli realized it was the Lord who was calling the boy. ? So he said
to Samuel, “Go and lie down again, and if someone calls again, say, ‘Speak, Lord, your
servant is listening.” So Samuel went back to bed. 1 Samuel 3:7-9 NLT

Take Time to Listen

And the Lord came and called as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel replied, “Speak,
your servant is listening.” 1 Samuel 3:10 NLT

How do you Know God is Speaking to you?

""Then the Lord said to Samuel, “l am about to do a shocking thing in Israel. ?| am going to
carry out all my threats against Eli and his family, from beginning to end. *| have warned him
that judgment is coming upon his family forever, because his sons are blaspheming God and
he hasn't disciplined them. 7 “What did the Lord say to you? Tell me everything. And may
God strike you and even kill you if you hide anything from me!” ¥ So Samuel told Eli
everything; he didn't hold anything back. “It is the Lord’s will,” Eli replied. “Let him do what he
thinks best.”

1 Samuel 3:11-13, 17-18 NLT
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Does it bring glory to God?
Does it agree with God's Word?
Does it agree with God's Character?

Do mature, trustworthy Christians agree?
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