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Dads Don’t Always Get It Right: in the way we lead our families 

12 Eli’s sons were scoundrels; they had no regard for the Lord. 13 Now it was the practice of the 
priests that, whenever any of the people offered a sacrifice, the priest’s servant would come 
with a three-pronged fork in his hand while the meat was being boiled 14 and would plunge 
the fork into the pan or kettle or caldron or pot. Whatever the fork brought up the priest 
would take for himself. This is how they treated all the Israelites who came to Shiloh. 15 But 
even before the fat was burned, the priest’s servant would come and say to the person who 
was sacrificing, “Give the priest some meat to roast; he won’t accept boiled meat from you, 
but only raw.”  

16 If the person said to him, “Let the fat be burned first, and then take whatever you want,” the 
servant would answer, “No, hand it over now; if you don’t, I’ll take it by force.”  

17 This sin of the young men was very great in the Lord’s sight, for they were treating the 
Lord’s offering with contempt. 
1 Samuel 2:12-17 NIV 

 

22 Now Eli, who was very old, heard about everything his sons were doing to all Israel and 
how they slept with the women who served at the entrance to the tent of meeting. 23 So he 
said to them, “Why do you do such things? I hear from all the people about these wicked 
deeds of yours. 24 No, my sons; the report I hear spreading among the Lord’s people is not 
good. 25 If one person sins against another, God may mediate for the offender; but if anyone 
sins against the Lord, who will intercede for them?” His sons, however, did not listen to their 
father’s rebuke, for it was the Lord’s will to put them to death. 
1 Samuel 2:22-25 NIV 

27 Now a man of God came to Eli and said to him, “This is what the Lord says: ‘Did I not clearly 
reveal myself to your ancestor’s family when they were in Egypt under Pharaoh? 28 I chose 
your ancestor out of all the tribes of Israel to be my priest, to go up to my altar, to burn 
incense, and to wear an ephod in my presence. I also gave your ancestor’s family all the food 
offerings presented by the Israelites. 29 Why do you scorn my sacrifice and offering that I 
prescribed for my dwelling? Why do you honor your sons more than me by fattening 
yourselves on the choice parts of every offering made by my people Israel?’ 
1 Samuel 2:27-29 NIV 
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Dads Don’t Always Get It Right: when we try to fix everything 

4 Then the word of the LORD came to him…but a son who is your own flesh and blood will be 
your heir.” 5 He took him outside and said, “Look up at the sky and count the stars—if indeed 
you can count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”  

6 Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness. 
Genesis 15:4-6 NIV 

1 Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. But she had an Egyptian slave named 
Hagar; 2 so she said to Abram, “The Lord has kept me from having children. Go, sleep with 
my slave; perhaps I can build a family through her.”  

Abram agreed to what Sarai said. 3 So after Abram had been living in Canaan ten years, Sarai 
his wife took her Egyptian slave Hagar and gave her to her husband to be his wife. 4 He slept 
with Hagar, and she conceived. When she knew she was pregnant, she began to despise her 
mistress. 
Genesis 16:1-4 NIV 

 

Dads Don’t Always Get It Right: with the example we set 

9 This is the account of Noah and his family.  

Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked faithfully 
with God. 10 Noah had three sons: Shem, Ham and Japheth. 
Genesis 6:9-10 NIV 

 

12 God saw how corrupt the earth had become, for all the people on earth had corrupted 
their ways. 13 So God said to Noah, “I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is 
filled with violence because of them. I am surely going to destroy both them and the earth. 
14 So make yourself an ark of cypress wood… 
Genesis 6:12-14 NIV 

 

6 Noah was six hundred years old when the floodwaters came on the earth. 7 And Noah and 
his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives entered the ark to escape the waters of the flood. 
Genesis 7:6-7 NIV 
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18 The sons of Noah who came out of the ark were Shem, Ham and Japheth. (Ham was the 
father of Canaan.) 19 These were the three sons of Noah, and from them came the people 
who were scattered over the whole earth.  

20 Noah, a man of the soil, proceeded to plant a vineyard. 21 When he drank some of its wine, 
he became drunk and lay uncovered inside his tent. 22 Ham, the father of Canaan, saw his 
father naked and told his two brothers outside. 23 But Shem and Japheth took a garment and 
laid it across their shoulders; then they walked in backward and covered their father’s naked 
body. Their faces were turned the other way so that they would not see their father naked. 
Genesis 9:18-23 NIV 

 

 

  

 


