
Millennialism – a belief in a literal reign of 1000 years according to 
Revelation 20:1-7.

Rapture – a belief that Jesus will return to “catch away” believers 
(dead and alive) before the Millennial (1000 year) Earthly reign of 
Jesus.

Tribulation – a specific time of trouble, a special time of judgement 
from God that will impact the entire world, will be unprecedented in 
its affliction, and will be culminated by the return of Jesus Christ.

Three Views on the Rapture

•	 Pre-Tribulation Rapture – Rapture will occur before the Tribulation.

•	 Mid-Tribulation Rapture – Rapture will occur during the midway 
(3 ½ years) through the Tribulation. 

•	 Post-Tribulation Rapture – Rapture will occur after the Tribulation 
and before the Millennial Reign of Jesus.

Rapture Will Be Sudden

Rapture Will Be Unexpected by the World

22 Then Jesus said to his followers, “The time will come when you 
will want very much to see one of the days of the Son of Man. But 
you will not see it. 23 People will say to you, ‘Look, there he is!’ or, 
‘Look, here he is!’ Stay where you are; don’t go away and search. 
24 “When the Son of Man comes again, he will shine like lightning, 
which flashes across the sky and lights it up from one side to the 
other. 25 But first he must suffer many things and be rejected by the 
people of this time. 26 When the Son of Man comes again, it will be 
as it was when Noah lived. 27 People were eating, drinking, marrying, 
and giving their children to be married until the day Noah entered 
the boat. Then the flood came and killed them all. 28 It will be the 
same as during the time of Lot. People were eating, drinking, buying, 
selling, planting, and building. 29 But the day Lot left Sodom, fire 
and sulfur rained down from the sky and killed them all. 30 This is 
how it will be when the Son of Man comes again. 31 “On that day, a 
person who is on the roof and whose belongings are in the house 
should not go inside to get them. A person who is in the field 
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should not go back home. 32 Remember Lot’s wife. 33 Those who try 
to keep their lives will lose them. But those who give up their lives 
will save them. 34 I tell you, on that night two people will be sleeping 
in one bed; one will be taken and the other will be left. 35 There will 
be two women grinding grain together; one will be taken, and the 
other will be left. 36 Two people will be in the field. One will be taken, 
and the other will be left.” 37 The followers asked Jesus, “Where will 
this be, Lord?” Jesus answered, “Where there is a dead body, there 
the vultures will gather.” Luke 17:22-37 NCV

Scripture Points to a Pre-Tribulation Rapture

Jesus Uses Noah and Lot as Examples of His Return

Noah

26 “When the Son of Man returns, it will be like it was in Noah’s day. 
27 In those days, the people enjoyed banquets and parties and 
weddings right up to the time Noah entered his boat and the flood 
came and destroyed them all.”  Luke 17:26-27 NLT

Lot

28 “And the world will be as it was in the days of Lot. People went 
about their daily business—eating and drinking, buying and selling, 
farming and building— 29 until the morning Lot left Sodom. Then fire 
and burning sulfur rained down from heaven and destroyed them 
all.” Luke 17:28-29 NLT

Pre-Tribulation (Pre-Wrath) Scriptures

13 And now, dear brothers and sisters, we want you to know what 
will happen to the believers who have died so you will not grieve 
like people who have no hope. 14 For since we believe that Jesus 
died and was raised to life again, we also believe that when Jesus 
returns, God will bring back with him the believers who have died. 
15 We tell you this directly from the Lord: We who are still living 
when the Lord returns will not meet him ahead of those who have 
died. 16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a 
commanding shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the 
trumpet call of God. First, the believers who have died will rise from 
their graves. 17 Then, together with them, we who are still alive and 
remain on the earth will be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord 
in the air. Then we will be with the Lord forever. 18 So encourage 
each other with these words. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 NLT
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50 What I am saying, dear brothers and sisters, is that our physical 
bodies cannot inherit the Kingdom of God. These dying bodies 
cannot inherit what will last forever. 51 But let me reveal to you a 
wonderful secret. We will not all die, but we will all be transformed! 
52 It will happen in a moment, in the blink of an eye, when the last 
trumpet is blown. For when the trumpet sounds, those who have 
died will be raised to live forever. And we who are living will also be 
transformed. 53 For our dying bodies must be transformed into bod-
ies that will never die; our mortal bodies must be transformed into 
immortal bodies. 54 Then, when our dying bodies have been trans-
formed into bodies that will never die, this Scripture will be fulfilled: 
“Death is swallowed up in victory. 55 O death, where is your victory? 
O death, where is your sting?” 56 For sin is the sting that results in 
death, and the law gives sin its power. 57 But thank God! He gives us 
victory over sin and death through our Lord Jesus Christ. 58 So, my 
dear brothers and sisters, be strong and immovable. Always work 
enthusiastically for the Lord, for you know that nothing you do for 
the Lord is ever useless. 1 Corinthians 15:50-58 NLT

34 “Watch out! Don’t let your hearts be dulled by carousing and 
drunkenness, and by the worries of this life. Don’t let that day catch 
you unaware, 35 like a trap. For that day will come upon everyone 
living on the earth. 36 Keep alert at all times. And pray that you might 
be strong enough to escape these coming horrors and stand be-
fore the Son of Man.” Luke 21:34-36 NLT

9 for they keep talking about the wonderful welcome you gave us 
and how you turned away from idols to serve the living and true 
God. 10 And they speak of how you are looking forward to the 
coming of God’s Son from heaven—Jesus, whom God raised from 
the dead. He is the one who has rescued us from the terrors of the 
coming judgment. 1 Thessalonians 1:9-10 NLT

1 Now concerning how and when all this will happen, dear brothers 
and sisters, we don’t really need to write you. 2 For you know quite 
well that the day of the Lord’s return will come unexpectedly, like a 
thief in the night. 3 When people are saying, “Everything is peaceful 
and secure,” then disaster will fall on them as suddenly as a preg-
nant woman’s labor pains begin. And there will be no escape. 4 But 
you aren’t in the dark about these things, dear brothers and sisters, 
and you won’t be surprised when the day of the Lord comes like a 
thief. 5 For you are all children of the light and of the day; we don’t 
belong to darkness and night. 6 So be on your guard, not asleep like 
the others. Stay alert and be clearheaded. 7 Night is the time when 
people sleep and drinkers get drunk. 8 But let us who live in the 
light be clearheaded, protected by the armor of faith and love, and 
wearing as our helmet the confidence of our salvation. 9 For God 
chose to save us through our Lord Jesus Christ, not to pour out his 
anger on us. 10 Christ died for us so that, whether we are dead or 
alive when he returns, we can live with him forever.  
1 Thessalonians 5:1-10 NLT
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Rapture Timing

3 Later, Jesus sat on the Mount of Olives. His disciples came to him 
privately and said, “Tell us, when will all this happen? What sign will 
signal your return and the end of the world?” 4 Jesus told them, 
“Don’t let anyone mislead you, 5 for many will come in my name, 
claiming, ‘I am the Messiah.’ They will deceive many. 6 And you will 
hear of wars and threats of wars, but don’t panic. Yes, these things 
must take place, but the end won’t follow immediately. 7 Nation will 
go to war against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will 
be famines and earthquakes in many parts of the world. 8 But all this 
is only the first of the birth pains, with more to come. 9 “Then you 
will be arrested, persecuted, and killed. You will be hated all over 
the world because you are my followers. 10 And many will turn away 
from me and betray and hate each other. 11 And many false proph-
ets will appear and will deceive many people. 12 Sin will be rampant 
everywhere, and the love of many will grow cold. 13 But the one who 
endures to the end will be saved. 14 And the Good News about the 
Kingdom will be preached throughout the whole world, so that all 
nations will hear it; and then the end will come. Matthew 24:3-14 NLT

30 And then at last, the sign that the Son of Man is coming will appear 
in the heavens, and there will be deep mourning among all the 
peoples of the earth. And they will see the Son of Man coming on the 
clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 31 And he will send 
out his angels with the mighty blast of a trumpet, and they will gather 
his chosen ones from all over the world—from the farthest ends of 
the earth and heaven. 32 “Now learn a lesson from the fig tree. When 
its branches bud and its leaves begin to sprout, you know that 
summer is near. 33 In the same way, when you see all these things, 
you can know his return is very near, right at the door. 34 I tell you 
the truth, this generation will not pass from the scene until all these 
things take place. 35 Heaven and earth will disappear, but my words 
will never disappear. 36 “However, no one knows the day or hour 
when these things will happen, not even the angels in heaven or
the Son himself. Only the Father knows. Matthew 24:30-36 NLT
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